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Restoring drained peatlands offers
exceptional climate benefits and
supports biodiversity recovery

Peatland greenhouse gas emission hotspots within
European biogeographic regions

ALFAwetlands (2026). Rewetting for Resilience: Cost-Effective Strategies for
Restoring Agricultural Peatlands. An integrated approach to biodiversity
recovery, climate change mitigation and sustainable agriculture. Policy Brief.

September 2026.
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Some Member

States have
substantial

peatland areas

to be restored
for reaching
EU NRR’s goal

Germany
Poland
Romania
Ireland
Metherlands
Finland
Estonia
Lithuania
Denmark
Sweden
Latvia
Hungary
France
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Portugal
ftaly

Greece
Spain
Slovakia
Slovenia
Czech Republic
Croatia
Luxembourg
Malta
Cyprus
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Restoration goals for agriculturally used peatlands in the Nature Restoration Law, Article 11.4
For Romania, Ireland and Estonia significant areas with shallow drainage are included.
@
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Total drained areas might be overestimated for these countries.
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Restoration for the future

WETLANDS
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of agriculturally used peatlands B total peatland area drained for agriculture
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ALFAwetlands (2024): Restoring Wetlands In Europe



https://alfawetlands.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/English_Policy-Brief_incl.-all-CFS_online_komp_corrected.pdf
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. ion far the future
Germany (L3, WETLANDS

Some Member s s s
States have i oo

substantial
peatland areas
to be restored

The total area of drainage-based
agriculturally used organic soils
in Germany corresponds actually
to the size of the blue dircle, in
total 1,428,408 ha.

B peatland/organic soil distribution

e.g. Germany
more than
400,000 ha till
2030

restoration goal 2030 restoration goal 2040 restoration goal 2050
I restored « 428,5220 ha I restored - 571,363 ha B restored « 714,204 ha
[ revetted = 107,130 ha I rewetted -« 190,454 ha Il rewetted - 238,068 ha

ALFAwetlands (2024): Restoring Wetlands In Europe



https://alfawetlands.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/English_Policy-Brief_incl.-all-CFS_online_komp_corrected.pdf

The Problem: Drained and degraded landscapes
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80% of Europe’s wetlands lost
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From drained and degraded landscapes to resilient and multifunctional wet landscapes

Threat to competitiveness: Benefits to competitiveness:

Ems-Dollard estuary
(Netherlands)

* Savings of €40-61m versus
imported clay over 10 years
” . * Upto €18m in present-value
Rising public N climate benefits from avoiding
costs and A : peat oxidation across 100 ha

investment
Great North Bog (UK)

uncertainty

e Supplies drinking water to 15
million people

e Significant positive knock-on
effects across the regional

A\ o Riéha”td Grayson economy and job creation f

@jahidul-islams-images

@WaterLANDS_EU @WaterLANDS www.waterlands.eu



From drained and degraded landscapes to resilient and multifunctional wet landscapes

Threat to security:

@pexels

Higher
exposure to
climate and
water risks

Benefits to security:

s 2
K

N\ ¢ Anna Birgitta Eriksont ..
@WaterLANDS www.waterlands.eu

@WaterLANDS_EU

- Venice Lagoon (Italy)

Support adaptation to sea-level
rise, keep navigation channels
clear and improve water quality

Parnu catchment peatlands
(Estonia)

Recovers natural water
regulation, reducing fire and
downstream flood risks



From drained and degraded landscapes to resilient and multifunctional wet landscapes

Threat to values: Benefits to values:

Cuilcagh—Anierin Uplands
SAC blanket bog (Ireland)

e >1,000 ha of peatland under
agricultural use restored
e Higher agri-environment

s - m '5'.' -‘\‘Y;
RSN payments for many farmers

Loss of . S
© John Gallogly, Philip Farrelly &Cog

biodiversity,

identity and .
trust ' - Dragoman Marsh (Bulgaria)

e Supports education and
ecotourism
* Involved hundreds of

volunteers and pupils /

To deliver benefits at scale > Restoration goals must guide EU investment and
planning decisions

Tl



From restoration targets to investment:
Aligning National and Regional Partnership Plans (NRPPs) with National

Restoration Plans (NRPs)

The core policy ask

{ Ensure that National Back this with
and Regional a dedicated
Partnership Plans biodiversity
clearly support the spending target
delivery of National and transparent
j Restoration Plans tracking
Under the 2028-2034 EU budget, National and Regional A dedicated biodiversity spending target and
Partnership Plans should translate the Nature Restoration transparent tracking framework are needed to ensure
Regulation’s objectives into long-term funding, legal that the financing needs, implementation, and outcomes
frameworks, and coordinated planning for wetland and of National Restoration Plans can be clearly identified,

peatland restoration across governance levels. assessed, and monitored.




Four levers to scale up wetland restoration
1 2 3 4

Long-term Governance Landscape-level Co-creation,
funding and that works in planning across public support
implementation practice sectors and long-term

capacity stewardship

Ensure funding Clarify responsibilities, Integrate restoration Support early
beyond planning permissions, into wider land engagement and
stand-alone and coordination management and sustained dialogue
environmental across investment decisions
Projects Institutions




Wetlands,
water and
communities:
Knowing and
protecting what
sustains us

Across Europe,
across cultures
and across generations.

Working together to restore
wetlands while sustaining
livelihoods, local identity,
and resilient landscapes.

WaterLANDS
Action Sites

~400
residents
created a
y,," W shared vision
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Giants of the
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Films, guided walks, Lag < and
and creative | >800 puplls
Venice Lagoon, Italy teachers

workshops

parnu catchment
peatlands, Estonida

Kdrsa citizen
science trail

Dragoman Marsh,
Bulgaria

Community-based
video Swamp
Song at 2026

Venice Biennale

Map source: European Wetland Map.”



From degradation to resiliencesys

the WaterLANDS Action Sites

Aligning National and Regional Partnership Plans with
National Restoration Plans to deliver water, climate, and
environmental priorities.
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From restoration targets to investment: Wetlands, water and communities:
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Four lavers to scale up wetland restoration
1 2 3 a
Long-tarm Governance Landscape-level Co-creation,
funding and that works in plonning ocrass public support

T e practice and long-term
capacity stewardship

Wetlands and peatlands for a resilient Europe:

Aligning National and Regional Partnership Plans with
National Restoration Plans to deliver water, climate,
and environmental priorities

Share with your
networks!

WaterLANDS (2026):

Wetlands and peatlands for a resilient Europe

@WaterLANDS_EU

@WaterLANDS www.waterlands.eu


https://waterlands.eu/results-and-resources/deliverable-3-5-policy-advocacy-paper/
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Elisabet Rams Beltran, Hugo Hénaff, Jan Peters
Michael Succow Foundation

Partner in the Greifswald Mire Centre
elisabet.rams@succow-stiftung.de

Arnaud Terrise, Insa Behrens

Plan Bleu Wetlands and peatlands for a resilient Europe
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